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THE DOG SHOW AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN. 
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lere! ou ha riitte 
Borkman (1 k ) } 
Ella Renthe \ i i 
(pproaching 1 re! Do vou t t 
neans The B e spre iks of Vstel us Ss f 
there Is no forgiveness inderst lw 
ild be Now Id r'} I tl npar i 
is to murder the love-life in a ! soul 
The play is not gay, nor is it grandios it it 
e, untheatric It glitter i sword dor lt 
hard, just as cold, just by int ar 1 
It seer to hav it Bjorns rather se \ 
CTheatrically New York « ud not be uller if it ti 
Barri Poto-Tat isurpris ttle Frei le 
lone into German at the h y Place Theater, there 
little going that won't make you vawn the to} :. = I 
head off. What is worse there is nothing in sto 
There is not so much as the rumor of a promise of a 
future good thing. There is not even a ballet in tow: 
Phere is not one good comedy At the Music Halls the 
stupidities which are produced are unimaginable, and 
so poor has the opera been that Castk irv, whe 1 
artist, fell down and died Meanwhile the press pr 
everything. But in rs theatrical as in matter 
literary 1 long ago decided never to believe a word that 
the critics said. When they don’t err intentionally they 
do so out of ignorance, and I don’t know which is wor 
It will be interesting, though, to note in what f ” 
they will treat that little duchess in embryo, May Yol 
who is to appear at Koster & Bial’s next month. I may 


be wrong, | frequently am, but I shall be inordinately 


surprised if they do not pay more attention to the stra 
berry leaves of her brother-in-law, the Duke of Ne 


castle, than to the trills in her beautiful throat It is 
true the triils may have departed, but in es remote 
when she sang here she had a voice like Irma di Mur 


kas, of unusual volume and range 

In connection with the foregoing. justice. whicl 
one of the prime ingredients of Our Note-Book, require 
of me to state that the unanimity with which the crit 
scored Mr. Marion Crawford oduction of “Dr. Clau 
dius’” was righteous and deserved It was more It 





was a charming example of tit for tat There is no 
debt as faithfully acquitted as that of contempt Mi 
Crawford turned up his nose at the crities, and they 
turned their backs on him. In subsequent letters to the 
press Mr. Crawford stated tl 

on his play was not one which the public indorsed, that 


iat the newspaper verdict 


the box-office receipts compensated him for adverse re 
views—which is all very well, yet rather confusin 
when you come to consider that the play, 
booked for ten weeks, closed t 
tion of two. But Mr. Crawfon 

with. Asa writer he achieved ; rnational success 
He is the author of twenty-five, it may be fifty, novels 
of which “Dr. Claudius” is the tirst. It is an excellent 
story. The opening picture of a blonde Norse giant 


use at 











eating sausages while ascending the higher mathem 
is realistic in the extreme Che trouble, however, lay not 
so much in the fact that Mr. Crawford snubbed the crit 


cs, n I 








vet that he mistook realism for melo« 





Ss, ia 
that in announcing, as he did, his intention to beco 
conspicuous play wright a haunting suspicion got abre t 


that in commencing with “Dr. Claudius” it was his fell 
purpose to dramatize the remaining twenty-four or 
fortv-nine novels, and for reasons into which public 
policy entered it was decided, with what equity [ do not 
ittempt to judge, that the one recourse was to sandba; 
him there and then. The measure of a man of talent is 
his ability to turn opponents into advocates. If Mr. 
Crawford possesses the talent which he claims his drama 


tization of ‘‘Mr. Isaacs the second novel on his list 
ought to be a fable to critics and a public treat 


In the story-books of long ago there is a picture of 
serpent witha woman's face \t the ¢ ivinpla you mi 
see that picture in flesh and blood \ virl descends a 


stairway on her hands, her heels just touching her bi 


In a moment she undulates, her head emerges fron 











between her thighs and enigmatical smile Then 
she disentangles herself, straightens like a1 nd at 
once, with the sinuousness of a snake, she coils into 

ittitude so intricate that the other night when I saw her 
I saw, too, a fat man who sat near me redden with as 
tonishment and perspire from sheer surprise Her face 
Is very pretty. and so immaterial are her limbs that she 
conveys the disquieting Impression Of being a creature 
superterrestrial, fabulous and unreal, existing not bodily 
but visually, in smiles and fair eyes, one to whom flesh 
is a garment, separable at will. A spectacle of this 


nature attracts and repels, and in that resides its charm 
Of all things mystery disturbs the Imagination mos 








and in watching this young girl twist chi 
and out of herself, it is not alone the riddle r 
which perplexes but the position and possibilities of het 
wear 
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Fithave Chicago r ex, necessari 

Lakeside (indignant! How do you make that 
put 

Fithave Why nthe principle that ny thin 
becomes what it feeds wor 

AN INTERESTING ITEM 

By reason of its 1 we and | tion The Texas and 
Pacific Railway is the most Important ull ri iv 
lines in Texas. It traverses the Lone Star State fr 
Kast to West, through the t} ressive towns, great 
forests of pine ind the broa prairies and well-kept 
farms, affording the most beauti el ill alor 
t} liy No other lu ra uch op} tuniti 
the home-seeker or Inve r to see and er Ie 
Cheap iands for ill Low-rat Hon see kel I u 
sion Tickets on sale to all points in 7 is a Louisia 
March 2d and 16t April 6tl ! Mt M j 
Stl Elegant uipme is I 

For handsomely illustrated | 
the Wonderful State of Texa 
publication issue I t ! t 
postage to GASTON MESLIER, ral | ! 


[ESI 
Ticket Agent, Dallas. Texa 
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ly ul » ol 1 any i r ed t thar con ! 
. but by t l had pr \ ndusti 
Pie ' tead tu I | ul fT pr He wa 
I I t i 1dent in invet eader ind he 7} 
lied t th and disconcerted the ! { Para 
lise i pinions were kr t * rf most rad 
t i ul ig he ttended ‘‘m there wel! 
t ewl hispered that wa re I r. tl 
tt 1 ! mere forn nad not te it i 
} ; | is scholar He spent his petty st I 
Her ' f tirel n } ss. hardly , } fe ¢ 
iries of existe! He board n the « it 
" tw L poor wi ! nd n 
' t He v onlv twentv-thr ’ : ’ 
It I i but one pel n wl t t that é 
t vd r ma m la I Flor I n 
{f So in evel | i t r mot I 
! r tv ( 1 iusk f \ y I I t 
‘ f the { i | ug 
, . nic ’ nd ect 
} h wax bit I le u 
i tista ! { 
a a . : , 
fate t il N re. I I I i 
lt t \ ! th \ | v the mi pe ! 
’ rat fo) . 
\ her | fect " ty be } 
~ \ } ned Be r ‘ t I \ tt 
I I \ t na Tt I i 
} 1 i — 
s t r 1 furt 
e t 








if \ red i i n 
H I Lie l ' | ne | 
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| Loe nd not é el He 
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omning uy | eyelashes of unusual thicknes ; 
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sser’s roc ‘ 
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tweet ts meshes ha minolent ey H I got ni 
r Samimis . : ; 
Sere ert Wey ertainly : I've ne seen hor before: I 1 
elifish and i to tell her thir | 
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‘pe reciy Well, they are certainly not corrupting to your to in Pont 
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e subject possibly these exaggerated hopes iad already paled ra ‘ Ch t il f 
: ] ] ¥ 1 ‘ 
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| nt t I i ry hat their spasn 
1} " ive youa e ol mdonment tant 
} vy one ¢ i t puritar I i t 
ke thir f lies wl vear mourl 
! i rhe WSs O1 riot rape i 
t rn il ili t niply oridiimn tur! 
tl } Vnad »> vou realized that with Ote1 it w ne 
nt " il it Va ply prop I tur! 
i ry n beside As for | ! 
rt i é thie mie! vu le you perce ( 
I lsome a creature she is t tand such a garish bl 
f them WW 1 cl eli ! brilliant in each eal 
il ! rtw i twu ( n the raven flos i] 
pl ! ! would i i far more tasteful « 
it ¢ As it w he itive beauty onquered eve 
tl lelirlur { «le rat I I lowered th mm 
place f her ine i witl i iCtLOl puriou y 
pro! nee 
Referer to danci is a fine art naturally sug st 
those other arts to which it tiki \ll the arts are 
fe's very salt and savor Without them the dead 
prose of our existence would be a monotone mot 
dreary than many of us often take time to comprehe 
And therefore, when I occasionally let my gaze ski 
the newspaper records of Mr. Moody’s outbu 1) ' 
1 despairing sensation that freedom of speech is not the 
nly sort of freedom which has proved a failure, ar 
that he who said the best form of government was t] 
of a mild and wise tyrant. by no means erred Mi 
Moody hires his hall, week after week, and in t W sé 
he thunders and lightens concerning what he ci tl 
Nude in Art 
I confess I'm surprised at tne meekness and quiet 
Y with which the good women of this land submit t 
these indignities on their sex If their fathers and hus 
bands and brothers and sweethearts are not sensitive 
enough and bold enough to speak and act on their 
behalf, it’s a wonder tl don't act with more decisior 
ind more power themselve They carried on one 
rand crusade against rum in Ohio, where they bearded 
the lion in his den Let the men who are now insulting 
hem be ireful or thev ll begin as serious a batt 
igainst this other thin They'll pull tl poster 
off the fences in their wrath some day; they'll ente 
these great bar-rooms and knock the images off then 
pedestals and tear the pictures from the walls; they’] 
boycott the magazines and mob the newspaper offices 
if these outrages upon their decency are not stoppe 
The newspaper which prints this fanatical tirade 


rccompanies it (probably with our great ‘Ev: 





full sanction) by reproductions of some of the most 
beautiful modern masterpieces. We are thus led to 
understand that the ‘‘good women” who will some day 
pull the posters off the fences in their wrath,’ and 
boycott the magazines,” and ‘‘knock the Images off 
their pedestals and tear the pictures from the walls” of 
rtain ‘“‘great bar-rooms,’* will be equally tempted to 
enter the private drawing-rooms and galleries which 
contain Henner'’s ‘Magdalen, Lefebvre Sleeping 


Greek Slave” of Powers. Well 


Nymph,”’ or the marble 


ind suppose these good women’? whom Mr. Mood) 
would thus incite to acts of depredation, follow his 
highly pacific advice Does it occur to him that 
best of womer f impelled by such revolut 


irdors, would probably find themselves in the 














court How would Mr. Moody like to follow 
ther His radiant rhetoric, often so sublimely exalted 
that it transcends the mere foolish question of a vert 
reeing With its nominative or of governing a pr 
noun in the objective case ght tind less favor with 
i. logical lawver than when | eloquence’’ draws fa 
cile tears from an unlettered and unthinking rabble 
He possibly forgets that for just such incendiary lan 
ruage as the sentences I have quoted, he becomes hit 
self amenable to legal reprimand There is a law 


Most, the 


In prison for 


llow~ 


archist. had to 


against inciting ones te 


itizens to riot 


Crerman al serve two years 























having defied it Mr. Moody and others like him had 
better recollect that there is a prescribed limit to thei 
latitude in playing upon the emotions of ignorance 
I s what he does, and this is what he has been doing 
for a number of vears past He cannot, of course, be 
i dangerou for is shrieks about sin ind 
ensual appetites’’ and “‘immodesty” are seldom heard 
by any persor xcept those who would not know the 
hitference between a chromo and an aquarelle But he 
neverthe s,a f e as stinctly mimi to tine 
i tic education for the masses as our Cooper Union, 
r Metropolitan Museum and our Academy of Design 

re force f a contrary trend t help wis! 
it her re, tha ne Wav n ind to silence 
his me way, | in, more | potent than 
that of tl Deitv and Satan « he so glibly 
rat If he we 1 only go on a litt farther and 
4 il W“ I I tik I il t tl i el > by These 
\ i SI wi The ha ready a sed, The! WwW i 
be an excellent chance that prurient prattie would 
1 f its ow! inNess 1 call it prurient, because he 

ss vn the unhealthy and abnormal condition of 
vi r nerve ul iwine such a man wander 
thi h pler s of t in Florer \ € Ol 
Ry lhe ffect upon him would probal be par 
XV il, not to say epileptic. What a curious fellow 

irist he 1 t ike t] | s of the Vat 

‘ t | Sal Raphaels and Correggios of tl 
} il U ft es W i turesque figur } 
“ \ ‘ , rtal frescoes of tl 
Sistine Chapel! |) n almost imagine th Age 
\ =e o iteal? fos e purpose of 

t DOX ~ Val i t sll t 
Michelange whon r moralistic friend may 

y not | heard) was a hard fighter in his day 

\ val « riness whe t ime t 

iestlolr } shing ene 
rrulv this nineteent Irv, now on its chronolog 
I tha to Mr. Moody He isa 
g t, wi gnal beneticence 

s extrem inctior tiie Is remin rittl s 





f Melos is a mere strumpet and that the Apollo 





























lere would alor ! I ! ijama More thar 
i this. he has d I ( ounding truth tl 
may i t t! s ad not aiway 
iret Impaired ! H glimy s into the 
is s« ! wittil sald of a tedious 
rey ! ‘ (nd yet his remark 
fle for ! to shake the valty of his 
most steadfast adherent There are some bold folk, I 
magine, wl n | rank enough to ask him 
how and w tl | the flesh, as he would call 
the! ire so Col nt in his tl s. Does 
er occu! cler Anthony Coms c, I wor 
ler, that ve Vv of ! es Can often find then 
e] more ] y occupied than in search- 
l smell 
lly, after a Mr. M ly would not be of the 
ist nsequence if the ewspapers we uld only let him 
lone Phey will not, for they are always wanting t 
reach ne ubscriber ind they know that there aré 
ions of illiterate persons to whom his quoted hys 
terics might appeal, not mention his full-length 
portrait, with its rectangular arms and its gargoyle 
yw l am not ! nt with the subtleties of his 
theological tenets, 1 hav | any strong ambition to 
lisentangle them l pecies of effort might abound 
I should say, in ne ! meetings, where his theat 
rical screams might fu their due echoes among ap 
plausive gurgles and g Benightedness could alone 
iuge at its fitting worth t malicious and pygmy idea 
f the Deity he imes t vorship—one so mean and 
petty and dismally obscene 1 every educated Chris- 
tian should pride | elf on contemning it. His as 
saults against the randet ind sublimities of Art 
iwainst the nobility ar veetness and graciousness of 


ill earnest. lovin pet taking portrayal of the nude 
human figure ire ething so unspeakably trivial 
that only the male and female sots of Baxter Street 














ve vy hu mpliment of jeering at 

them Vi might be written,’ says Herbert 
Spencer, ‘‘on the impiety of the pious.’’ But no vol 
umes need be written on tl know-it-all”’ impiety of 
Mr. Moody \ line, a hint, an epithet, a monosyllable, 
would be sufficient permanently to dismiss him from all 
leserved notice, if the public press, as | have just stated, 
would consent to ignore him jut alas, it has its rea 
sons for an adverse course, and for scorning the sting of 
w mm in that ripe old Roman phrase 

Valeat quantun aley potest 

One of the managers of the Authors’ Guild has lately 
written to me respecting my recent statements In these 
columns on the subject of all authors’ clubs and cliques 
and like literary organizations. He tells me that I 
have own lamentable ignorance of the objects 
ind methods of the American Authors’ Guild,” and 
he takes the liberty of sending me material for 
enlightenment I have irefully examined the ‘‘ma 
terial,’ which consists of two slim pamphlets, and in 
one of them I discover the ‘“‘general objects” of the 
ociety, thus categorically defined: 

First.—To promote a professional spirit among 
authors 

Second.—To settl lisputes between authors and 
publishers by arbitration, or by an appeal to the 
courts 

Third lo ad rs as to the various methods 





of publishing, and t so drawn 


ir contracts are 





is to protect them in their leg rights 

Fourth.—To co-operate with publishers in bringing 
about better business methods between author and pub 
lisher 

Fifth lo secure minor reforms, such as an exten 


it, carr of literary property through 








the mail ime rate as other merchandise, and in 
neral to advance the interests of American authors 
ind liter 
One by or I wil ke bold enough to review these 


rst The promotion of a pro 








fessional rit among authors This has for me no 
meaning itever, and simply because the professional 
spirit in an author cannot be promoted here and now. 
He must individually strive to reach the public, with 
merit, push, grit, determination, and a lucky friend or 
two Vat court alding He may live in the remote 
West and stand just a good a chance of havin 


blished as thougl 


pu 









































manuscripts accepted and 1 his 
timates were the leading literati of Boston o1 
York For certainly ten years I myself wrote many 
lyrics and tales and essays which were printed in almost 
every reputable publication throughout the country 
ind during these ten years a ‘‘fellow-author’’ was nearly 
is ik wn to me as one of the Esquimaux After 
ward it was different r then my experience became 
chiefly one of jealousy, backbiting and spleenful oppo 
sition. Nor do I indignantly or with 
the slightest dvspe] | bias 
Second: Disputes authors and publishers 
cannot be “‘settled \ iild, unless its force and 
lominal ha enormous; and that they 
should ever be } s an empty am Phe indi- 
lual author | lual clain He can fight it 
by himself iu | irts, if he considers himself 
swind! No rbitratior would for an instant | 
, ed to bv t efendants inv suit which he 
might | If ar e had cheated him in the han 
ling | cs he won st ist as good a chance 
tf gettu I s WW rts and those of his 
emploved « ‘ t h he had a multitude of 
ib” associates | 1 his k 
Third: Authors I idvice’’ as to the “‘vari 
us methods of 1} nor do they need any “‘pro 
etiol whatevel t to their contracts and 
t r ‘legal rights Nowadays every publisher of the 
mmonest decency Is \ ng to ve an author whose 
work | epts ar I \ he has ample 
sure fully for signing It ha 
brought out, in my lifetime, more than thirty-five 
oks, and e 1 required the least aid from 
utside sours 1 negotiations with publishers. 
Fourth: No n with publishers (in this 
untry, and to this nt be it understood, I am 
ilw: ! s t ible in “‘bringing 
i} isInes t is e author's benefit. 
| Sar ts, t sometimes remark- 
ibly bland ones. They lose far more money on the 
works of living American authors than they ever make, 
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ks of its best native 


l om cares for the bo I 
then the sales are 


riters until they are dead, and even 
ten surprisingly small. In almost every literary sense 
ire the Most unpatrio races. New Englanders 
ce to read about New gland, but in a larger way 
\mericans do not like (America Better 
methods” between author and publisher are 
ertain to follow livelie: ren per cent on the 
retail price/ of a book is the royalty given when n¢ 
round su’n” has been previously allowed, except in 
ises Whe © the author’s market value warrants a more 
beral off*r. It is all the plainest A BC, and though 
an agent or middle employed, he is gener- 
a nuisance than a convenience Even per- 
a thorough mutual under- 


’ din 1 
Our public sel 








to read about 
isihess 


sales 


man may be 
ally more of 
sonal interviews are needless; 
standing; can be established on a purely epistolary basis 

Fifth: ‘‘Minor reforms, such as an extension of copy- 
right,’’ et cetera, are hardly worth being mentioned 
imong, these ‘‘special objects.”’ This clause is all the air 
iest of generality. That a club should be founded merely 
for the purpose of carrying “‘literary property through 
the mails at the same rate as other merchandise,” 
borders on the absurd. 

It isa fact that all copyright changes in the United 
States have for many years been dependent upon the 
actio1 of a few leading publishers. For a very long time 
the enormously rich firm of the Messrs. Harper & Broth 
ers distinctly opposed an international copyright. The 
piracies of this firm were the principal source of their 
revenae, and it was not until a certain George Munro, 
editor of a sensational newspaper called ‘‘The Fireside 
Companion,”’ conceived the idea of disseminating hun- 
dreds of English books in the cheapest kind of pamphlet 
form, that the Franklin Square grandees were tempted 
to send delegates to Washington. It is perfectly true 
that for some time the Messrs. Harper & brothers paid 
a bonus to every English author whose works they 
printed here; but surely for three previous decades, if 
not longer, they took what they wanted to take in the 
way of British literature, and never paid a cent to the 
men and women from whom they took. They could 
not, and would not, now deny this. As a boy I perfectly 
remember their methods, and the fierce transatlantic 
heart-burnings which these caused. No authors’ guild 
ever succeeded in altering conditions of this character 
either for better or worse. It is not merely that authors 
are ungregarious; they are mostly poor and obscure 
They do not strive for social influence, and in 
few cases could they secure it if they did. Some of 
them shine memorably and lovably in their own libra- 
ries, but at public gatherings they are nearly all the 
merest ciphers. In this country (to which, let me re- 
peat, I am constantly referring) they are seldom what 
one would call gentlemen, and still more seldom what 
one would call ladies, Often those of either sex are 
uncouth and ill-bred. It would seem, indeed, that their 
possession of very marked ability is frequently coexist 
ent, too, with the smallest envies, rancors and spites, 
In New York there has been for twenty years, or there- 
abouts, an authors’ club, and what has it practically 
accomplished in the way of even ‘‘minor reforms’? 
Nothing at all. It has brought, if you please, literary 
men ‘‘together,”’ and they are never so uninteresting 
when seen in groups. Among them respectable con- 
versationalists are rare. Moreover, their sensitiveness 
is almost that of an exposed nerve. Their manners, as 
a rule, are so bad that when you praise them they will 
look at you askance, as though they suspected you of 
being dangerously disingenuous. If there is any kind 
of society that they need, it is, above all kinds, not that 
of one another. But nine-tenths of them (Heaven help 
them!) are fit for no society at all except that of their 
wives and children, their parents, brothers, sisters —and 
a pretty hard time they are prone to inflict on these! For 
the majority are harassed to death by debt and poverty, 
devoured by unappeased ambitious longings, pierced 
with disgust at the stern requisitions of their own ‘‘pot- 
t and tortured with convictions that they might 
achieve untold marvels if only leisure would allow. 
This is no green-spectacled pessimistic view of them. 
It isa perfectly veracious and unprejudiced report, by 
one who has known many of their taxed, anxious, over- 
burdened number, and pitied most sincerely their mis- 
fortunes and worriments, of which his own have formed 
no inferior part. 








besides. 





wilers,”’ 





These tidings that the Pope has lately been stricken 
with a second seizure of illness may soon be followed by 
the darker news of his death. Last year, when in Rome, 
I was offered the chance of an ‘‘audience’’ with Leo 
XIII., by a Catholic clergyman of influence; but I 
shrank with unconquerable embarrassment, somehow, 
from the acceptance of an invitation which would, I 
felt certain, have afforded me the most valuable experi- 
Of the Pope s great gentleness and courtesy to- 
ward all privileged to approach him I received ample 
assurance. He is, I was told, a poet of rare excellence, 
and so active and keen, even at his very advanced age, 
are still the forces of his inspiration that his attendants 
are often compelled to let him rise from his bed in the 
middle of the night when filled by an impulse to com 
pose certain alter others that he has 
ilready wrought. These, as I need not say, are in 
Latin, a language which he both speaks and writes with 
thorough fluency. Many scholarly Italians do this; but 
the classical erudition of Leo is described as something 
ibsolutely vast I do not positively know if his poetry 
is published, but I am almost sure that it is not, and 
that by no means all of it is strictly religious in subject 
Some of it might well take a majestic and melancholy 
form of lament on the perished temporal power of his 
mighty line. Surely, when one stands in the Square of 
St. Peter’s and gazes at the stupendous church of that 
name, with the miles of vellow-walled Vatican crowd 
ng and huddling and zigzagging behind it, one cannot 
feel that the position of this spiritual ruler appeals 
to-day more powerfully to the human imagination than 

iat of any other living potentate. Not even the young 
Russian Czar’s is so picturesque, for his represents a 
towering and tremendous supreme po- 

ney of life or death over one hundred millions of sub- 
cts. But the magnificence of Leo XIII. is touched by 
1e pathos of vanished autocracy. He is a prisoner, yet 
ne of his own gentle though imperative choice If he 
should pass out into the streets of Ro llowed by his 
retinue of cardinals, 
would prostrate 


ence 


new verses or 





prosperity —a 
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themselves before 














’ past 
ew ing 
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1 by the King’s tward 1 Cat 
cis! Still, at the recent marr ¢ te I 
papal blessing was given, and Leo's eyes ne 
upon the wedding t It is war ! t 
peace; 1t is deflance, and yet It Is armistice Will the 
future bring about some momentous reconciliation 
Bathing problem! Italy is full of agnostic free-think 
ers, and perhaps the unorthodox views of Victor I ul 
uel may have descended to his son. But surely Queen 
Margherita is still a devout Catholic? One can scarcely 
believe otherwise of this Savoy princess, with numbe 
less churchly dignitaries in her long and illustriou ne 
Besides, faith dies harder in women than in met W hat 
it would make for some drama tift) 


a captivating scene ty 
or a hundred years hence, to have this same Margherita 
steal by night, closely veiled, through the long galleries 
of the Vatican and pause at a certain door. T 
with her royal fingers, she knocks upon it. White-robed, 
a shadowy and il angelic shape, Leo XIII. admits 
her. She flings back the dusky draperies from her face 
and form. Though clad in thi diamonds of 
a recent ball at the Palazzo Quirinale, she is still m 
longer a only a penitent and sorrowing 
woman, burns into her cor 


cannot see] 








in rouslyv, 


most 


saftins anc 


queen, but 
Some austere question 
science, perplexes her soul. She till she 
has poured forth all her anxiety and distress Humbly 
she sinks upon the floor, with uplifted gaze and implot 
The Pope bids her rise, but she refuses. H 
gold of her tresses his delicate, ber 


Ing arms 
lays upon the silky 
dictional hand. Rome, locked in slumber 
ing of this meeting, which would plunge it into uproat 
if disclosed W hat material for 
Hugo or future Sardou! 
would clothe the interview in fiery 
intrigue—a plot, perhaps, against 

peril threatening her husband, from which pontifical 
aid alone could save him Audacious liberties with 
history, you will say, yet what else did Dumas the Elde1 
take, and that other far grander Gaul whom I have 
mentioned? Meanwhile the good and sweet old Pope 
will have died peacefully in his bed, and Margherita of 
Savoy and Umberto of Sardinia will probably never 
have met him even once face to face much 
either he or she may have longed for the benignance 
of his pardoning smile! 


knows noth 
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They. of 
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Leo’s life or some 
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‘You ask me,”’ said a Christian to an infidel, *‘where 
fore I should fear death. But let me assure you that if 
I believed it, as you do, to be extinction, I should still 
fear it, just the same.’ 

At this the infidel mused; 

Jelieving death to be extinction, 
possibly fear it? For the instant you admitted it to be 
extinction must you not also admit that it is a thousand 
times more familiar to you than life?’ 

‘Why?’ came the dazed query. 

Because you must then perforce acknowledge that 
you were friends with death an infinity of ages befor 
you were born.’ 





but presently he replied 


how could vou 


It often seems to me that if I had the art of Charles 
Lamb I would write an essay on the Irritating Behavior 
of Little Things. Of course I would not concern myself 
with the disorderly person. He is the sort of sinner who 
sows the wind and reaps the whirlwind. Iam thinking 
solely of the person who does his best to make Little 
Things kind and polite to him. For example: he has 
mislaid a favorite pen, though not from any conceivable 
He hunts for it an hour, and at length 
lights upon it behind his ear. Now and then I find it 
hard to convince myself that Little Things are not alive 
and sentient. I have strong secret suspicions that a 
inhabits my that my pen-wiper 
possesses conscious intelligence, that my pocket-knife 
that my two or 


carelessness. 


gnome ink-eraser, 
is capable of distinct ratiocination, 
three umbrellas are endowed with volition, and that all 
are skilled at playing a perpetual game of hide-and 
seek. Losing one’s temper is always a folly, but never 
is it more so than when lost because of the sorrows we 
are made to suffer from pranks performed by Litth 
Things. You are dressed and overcoated for dinner 
your cab is at the door: you have 
your time. Suddenly it occurs to you that your n 
chief, your cigarette-case, your is bagful of 
loose change, you arctics’ have a 
peculiar deviltry about retiring and 


streets and specially 


neatly calculated 


small cham 
and “‘arcti 
into dusky nook 
corners when the sidewalks are 
slushy—cannot be snatched up and carried off. W 
ing and gnashing of teeth will profit you nothing You 
cannot propitiate Little Things by any such 
Your servant (if you will simply grow be 
fuddled should you vent upon him any 


process 
have one 
re at his negil 














gence. (Servants, I begin to think, should neve 
scolded at all, for that matter; they should either be 
discreetly praised or else glacially discharged In 
crucial moments like these you feel with only too poign 
ant a bitterness that Little Things are grinning at you 
impishly cachinnating at you, from secure coigns of 
ambush. The more furious you grow the le Little 
Things appear to care They insist upon calmn ind 
reflection, if at all thev can be induced to accede you 
any pitying avenue of practical approa Though you 
tingle with annoyance vou must seat yourself and try 
placidly to think out where you left them last. Ofte 
they will not vield to any such yg ln of re 
covery Your missing eveglasses, vour sequestrated 
gloves, are always proof against wrathful protest 
though it must be allowed that to solemn intros} tior 
they sometimes yield. But this requires leisure ul 
vou haven't sixty seconds of it t spare is if l 
not know you haven't floats the maddening murmur 
of the concealed Little Thing I wonder that Dante 1 
not think of peopling one of | nfernal rcles ith 
gentlemer whose cabs are forever waitit it t rd 

to take them to dinner. and whom tl tern sé face 
ment of Little Things forever keeps delaying What a 
superb ingenuity of post-morts punishment for that 
perennial throng of bores we all wot of, with whom t 
dine is to despair! 
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certain extent tru I t rea their te 
exceedingly limite cont ut tl rit ee ( 
gone about a d deal in New York ! i ery 
dinner or luncheon I have attended the talk has beer 
confined entirely to the sayvi tha doings of a ti read 
or rather unfortul f private affair ! 
discussed ad / while | positively thir ‘ 
scandal 1s serve up with ¢ ! ourst It n 
almost be accept 1 test. tl hen personalit 
entirelv exclude every other interest the ersatior 
must nece wily b classified pl new H 
therefore hould be as eru l in large metropol 
when the particulars in quest relate to it llion 
aires, as in some little village whose p based on 
the doings of the butcher, baker and nidllestick-make1 
for the difference is of quantity, and not of ality 
Among a certain set in Ne York personalities have 
literally eliminated every other intelligent interest in 
mutual intercourse This charge may be a sweepil 
one, but it is true ind the worst of it is that it develoy 
an appetite for scandal in a woman capable of better 
things, for she discovers that to be amusing she n t 
talk of her acquaintances, and not niv that, but si 
must serve them up with a sauce piquante in tin \ 
of gossip In the beginning she doe this to be nter 
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and thinkings of their own particular set; so she drift 
with the current and becomes a magpie like the rest 
Few people seem to realize how much simple enjoy 
ment a few flowers may give, so often are the floral 
decorations which are so | hly profuse in the house 
of well-to-do entertainers nowadays thrown away afte 
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THAT THE RIDER 


eating Bicycle 


enjoys his trips more than other riders 
BECAUSE 
H.\ wheel is lighter 
The long chain gives easy move- 
ment, 

The polish of the bearings aids that 
glide — that easy glide that 
pleases 
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Portraying the Romantic Side 


of Modern Life. 
20 Romantic Stories for 10 cents. 


More Reading Matter than any other 
Mayazine in the World 


THE ORIGINAL SHORT STORY MAGAZINE. 


Stories of Love and War. Romances of 














Real Life Sfories of Gallantry, Tales 
f Adventure, Stories of the Boudoir. 
By Hall Caine, Anthony Hope Bret 
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Subscription, $1.00 a year. 
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THE MARVEL OF THE AGES! 


It is a Drugless System of Healing. 
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Institute, Quincy, Ill 
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